
Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
As always, I pray your life is being blessed more and more through knowing 
that the Lord loves you and is with you in everything.  Romans chapter eight 
rises to a triumphant conclusion with the words, “nothing in all of creation 
can ever separate us from the love of God demonstrated in Christ Jesus our 
Lord!”  Saint Paul, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, is reminding us 
that God’s love is clearly seen only in Christ Jesus our Lord and Savior.  Sin 
has spoiled God’s perfect creation.  The brokenness makes it impossible to 
discover or affirm God’s love through the things that He created.  Think how 
often we, or someone we know, judges God by what He seemingly does or 
doesn’t do in the natural world.  Ever say or hear someone say, “If God loves 
me, then why…..(add your own ending words)”  Ever tempted to judge God’s 
love by the standard of the world?  Ever tempted to believe you deserve 
happiness and earthly blessings from God, and anything short of meeting 
your demands is reason for doubt?  Ever find yourself giving equal status to 
all religions…if we are good then God will take us to Heaven?  What we are 
actually saying to God is evidence of our sinful pride….God, you owe 
me!  Ever wonder why only Christianity can give clear evidence of God’s 
love?  All other religious systems are based on rules, works, and rewards. All 
they can offer is man’s ideas about God.  Natural man and woman firmly 
believe they deserve to be loved by God and others.  Earthly religion reads 
like a Valentine’s Day Card…..”I love you because…”   Grace, the religion 
which originates in the heart of God, never gives a reason for loving.  God’s 
loves for us is simply the expression of His Divine Essence.  God is 
love!  Love never fails, because God is love, and God cannot fail.   
 
As the Christian Church once again begins the season of Lent, the annual 
reminder that love never fails,  may each of us find ways to affirm our trust in 
the unfailing love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  Beginning on Ash 
Wednesday, February 21st, and concluding with our Good Friday 
remembrance during Holy Week, may each of us take a journey of 
repentance that includes a daily turning to Jesus in faith.  May each of us, by 
the power of the Holy Spirit, pray and work to move from judging God to 
trusting God and loving people simply because we, like God, love 
them.  Living in love for others without a reward or reason to do so will cost 
you, that is the message of Calvary.  But then, isn’t that simply being who we 
are?  We are the children of God…..may we demonstrate and witness to the 
love of God our Father, demonstrated in Christ Jesus our Lord.  May Jesus 
keep you growing in His grace. 
 
Love in Jesus, 
Pastor Jon    
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"Yet the LORD will 

command his loving 
kindness in the 

daytime, and in the 
night his song shall 
be with me, and my 
prayer unto the God 

of my life".  
 

Psalm 42:8  
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That title may seem a little ridiculous at first glance, but I want you to know about 
some of the upcoming services this month that will be held on Wednesdays.  
Typically Wednesday is a copy of the Sunday Morning service for members who 
serve in SonLight City or other ministries on Sunday Morning and aren’t able to 
worship with their family.  But during the season of Lent, Wednesdays will be 
anything but Sunday. 
 
Beginning on February, 21, Ash Wednesday, we will join together with much of 
Christendom to receive the ancient mark of Christ’s humility on our foreheads.  The 
church will be open at 5:00 am so that you can stop on your way to work to pray and 
receive ashes.  That evening we will worship together in the Sanctuary and Pastor 
Jon’s homily will be on the topic of “For You”.  Then the next week we will join in our 
first Lenten service and Pastor Jon’s homily topic will be on “Because of You”. 
 
After that, we will come together on Wednesday Evenings to begin the Small Group 
study of a 4 week series entitled Just Walk Across the Room.  We’ll meet together in 
the sanctuary for a brief communion service, view the evening’s video introduction 
to the week’s study topic, and then break into Small Group study to continue the 
discussion. 
 
In Just Walk Across the Room, the author brings personal evangelism into the 
twenty-first century with a natural and empowering approach modeled after Jesus 
himself. When Christ "walked" clear across the cosmos 2,000 years ago, He had no 
forced formulas—just an offer of redemption to people like us, many of whom were 
neck-deep in pain of our own making. 
 
This dynamic, four-week experience is designed to equip and inspire each of us to 
participate in that same pattern of grace-giving by taking simple walks across 
rooms—leaving your circles of comfort and extending hands of care, compassion, 
and inclusiveness to people who might need a touch of God's love today. 
 
Make Wednesday a total family night here at Cross of Christ.  Come for one of 
Frances Walter’s fabulous dinners, join together in the sanctuary for singing and 
communion, and then study while your younger children are taught separately on 
their own level, how each of us can find the simplest ways to extend a hand to 
someone who needs the miracle touch of love each of us enjoys daily from Jesus. 
 
A Nursery is available on Wednesdays for infants and toddlers throughout the 
evening. 
 
Please make plans now, to be here throughout Lent, for something different than 
Sunday morning. 
 
Pastor Steve 

PASTOR STEVE:  WEDNESDAY ISN’T SUNDAY! 

“This dynamic, 
four-week 
experience is 
designed to equip 
and inspire each 
of us to participate 
in that same 
pattern of grace-
giving by taking 
simple walks 
across rooms—
leaving your 
circles of comfort 
and extending 
hands of care, 
compassion, and 
inclusiveness to 
people who might 
need a touch of 
God's love today.” 
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At the end of 2006, the “Reaching Beyond Our Walls” capital campaign reached a 
conclusion.  During the campaign over $1.4 million dollars was generously 
contributed. From the outset, the campaign had two goals.  The first was to support 
missions and ministries associated with Cross of Christ, while the second goal was to 
pay down the outstanding principal on our mortgage. 
 
As part of the first goal, Son Light City was started.  The campaign financed much of 
what the children experience each Sunday morning.  There were significant costs 
associated with getting the program up and running.  We believe this program has the 
potential to reach out to the community and bring new families into our midst.  In fact, 
we believe it already has.  
 
Beyond the financial needs of Son Light City, the program also required our members 
to get involved.  Over the first year and a half of the program we have had many 
dedicated individuals step up and give of their time.  The program continues to 
improve and we hope it is one of the highlights in the children’s week. 
 
In addition, as part of the first goal, Cross of Christ was able to make significant 
financial contributions to a number of charities.  We believe these contributions will 
have a significant impact on the organizations receiving the funds.  This is an 
excellent example of where the campaign really did “reach beyond our walls” to make 
an eternal difference.   
 
As for the second goal, we are currently finishing up the refinancing of the church 
mortgage.  Thanks to the generous contributions, we were able to reduce the 
outstanding principal on the church’s mortgage to below $1 million dollars.  This will 
have a substantial impact on our monthly mortgage payment going forward. 
  
Even though the official campaign has ended, there still are two sides on the offering 
envelopes.  Money designated on the right side of the envelope will continue to be 
sent as extra principal payments on the mortgage.  
 
Finally, you may have seen reports in the news stating that the IRS has changed their 
rules regarding charitable contributions.  They now state that even deductions for 
contributions less than $250 must be supported by a receipt. We are not planning to 
make any reporting changes because of this.  So, offerings given in the offering 
envelopes, as well as checks deposited directly into the offering plate will still be 
tracked and reported.  However, cash put into the offering plates will not be tracked 
and reported back on the church’s giving statements. 
  
On behalf of the church council, thank you for making the Reaching Beyond Our Walls 
campaign a success.  As the pastors have mentioned in their sermons over the years, 
I am sure the fruits of the campaign will make an eternal difference in the lives of 
others.  To God be the glory! 
 
Sincerely, 
Jeff Grunewald 

Reaching Beyond Our Walls Wraps Up 

“From the outset, 
the campaign had 

two goals.  The 
first was to 

support missions 
and ministries 

associated with 
Cross of Christ, 

while the second 
goal was to pay 

down the 
outstanding 

principal on our 
mortgage.” 
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February, 2007 Plate Offering Recipients 
In February the plate offerings have been designated for support of the July Haiti 
Mission Trips. By church council resolution, 50% of the 2006-2007 fiscal year plate 
offerings will be designated for missions. The other 50% assists members, who send 
their children to area Lutheran schools. 
 
Haiti Mission Trip This Summer 
Diane & Ed Stanke and Linda & Dennis Toth will serve as coordinators for mission 
trips to Haiti planned for the first two weeks in July of 2007. The first trip will be from 
July 2-10, 2007, and the second trip will be from July 9-17, 2007. The number of 
members per team will be limited. Application forms and information pamphlets are 
available at the Welcome Center in the church narthex. 
 
Other Mission Trip Options for 2007 
There is an opportunity to participate in a VBS mission trip to Alaska with St. John 
Lutheran Church, Rochester, MI. Juli Garretson is the Cross of Christ contact person 
for this endeavor. 
 
In November, 2007, UEMI is planning to go to India. Those interested in going will be 
able to assist with conferences and workshops for various groups (women, youth, 
businessmen, etc.) and will visit churches, orphanages, and some well-known tourist 
attractions. This is a 10-day trip. Contact Pastor Jim for more information. 
 
In the investigation phase is a trip within the United States to assist low-income 
families and hurricane victims. 

MISSION NEWS AND NOTES 

Everyone has some type of jewelry item that has been lying around for years: a class 
ring from decades ago, a damaged earring, or a broken chain that cannot be fixed. 
What is the point of holding onto these items that cannot be repaired or have become 
outdated? The answer is simple: gold and other precious metals have value. No one 
wants to just throw away their valuables that they paid so much for at one point it 
time!   

The solution is simple. Donate the items that you no longer need to GoldDonation.com 
and you will receive a letter of donation for the fair market value of your items for a 
tax deduction. At the same time, STAND will receive a donation based upon the value 
of your jewelry.  Go to www.standministries.org and GoldDonation.com for more 
information.  

HELP FUND STAND MINISTRIES  
"POWERLIFTING FOR CHRIST" 
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It was the turn of the century, the year 2000.  We had survived the Y2K conversion and all of 
our computers, phones, and electricity were still in working order.   
 
I drove on Telegraph Road every day, to commute to my job and back home again.  As I 
would drive past the intersection of Lone Pine and Telegraph, the construction of a new 
church sanctuary always caught my attention.  This is not always a good thing, to be 
distracted while driving.  But, none the less, I found myself searching that corner during my 
drive.  Each day in the morning and again in the evening I would look to see the progress of 
the new construction.  Something was drawing me to that corner. 
 
But, we never considered actually attending that church, because my husband and I weren’t 
Lutherans!  Boy that seems like such a silly statement to make now.   
 
Greg and I are very blessed.  We are not simply husband and wife.  We are best friends and 
soul mates.  Each and every day we thank our Heavenly Father for the special gift of our 
marriage.  We were both raised in loving homes, in which church was a large part of our 
childhood.  Greg was raised in the Baptist church.  I was raised in the Presbyterian.  We both 
have a strong faith. 
 
When we were married, neither of us had a church home.  We would search for a church, 
attend a service, and leave the service feeling empty and unfed.  This search began to slow 
down as Sunday soon became the day we could sleep-in late without an alarm clock, and get 
all of the household chores done.  Finding a church was not on the top 10 priority list. 
 
Then, a hunger began in us.  The year is now 2004.  Both Greg and I began to feel the need 
for a church home where we could interact with fellow Christians, and have our spirit fed.  
Once again the search for a new church home began.  Once again, we became disappointed 
in the services we attended. 
 
We came to the conclusion that we just weren’t “Sunday” church people.  Perhaps we should 
just find an adult bible study on a weeknight, and get our soul fed in that type of setting.  I 
began to call the local Baptist and Presbyterian churches.  No one had an evening adult 
bible study class. 
 
Each morning during my commute down Telegraph Road to work, I remember looking at the 
new sanctuary and being drawn to it.  The Holy Spirit led me to pick up the phone and call 
that church.  I spoke to an angel named Betty Reusch.  “YES”, she told me excitedly, “We 
have an adult bible study on Wednesday nights, and come early and eat dinner too.” 
 
Greg and I attended that Wednesday Night lesson.  It was taught by David Boggs.  The 
instant we walked in the door, we knew that Christ was in that building.  The Holy Spirit had 
finally led us to our home.  Greg made an observation that we went from attending church 
zero times per week, to attending three times per week! 
 
Each and every member has made an impact on our lives.  We thank you for “Reaching 
Beyond the Walls”.  After viewing the video of the construction, we began to realize the 
devotion, compassion, and sacrifice that you made to have that sanctuary built.  You 
reached out to us, and we are now home!  We have built friendships that will last through 
this life, into eternity.  Some of the church members have become like family to us! 
 
Thank you, each and every one of you, for your welcoming smile, friendly handshake, warm 
hug, and Christian Love. 
 
We thank God, each time we think of you! 
In Christ’s Love, 
Kim & Greg Moore 

Thank you for “Reaching Out” to us 
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A most sincere 
thank you! 
 
To all my dear 
friends at cross of 
Christ for your well 
wishes, cards, 
phone calls and 
gifts for the Honor 
of being chosen 
Woman of the 
Year. 
 
What a wonderful 
day!  I will cherish 
this honor always 
and the gift God 
has given me and 
my family to be 
members of Cross 
of Christ. 
 
In Christian love, 
Bettye Kelsey 

Dear Pastor Reusch, 
 

Please accept our deepest thanks for your generous gift of 13,749.55 to Grace Centers of Hope. 
 

Your donation helps us to feed the hungry, shelter the homeless and provide hope to those who 
are hurting and in despair.  And this is so important as we approach the holidays and the months 
turn colder, the needs become greater, and we depend now, more than ever on kind donations 
such as yours. 
 

Because of your generosity, someone in desperate need is receiving help, holiday warmth, and a 
chance at a new beginning.  Thank you for your compassion...your sacrifice...and your continued 
partnership. 
 

As always, we invite you to come to Grace Centers of Hope and see firsthand your gifts in action.  
We would love to show you what the Lord is doing in the lives of men, women and children. 
 

Happy Holidays, 
Pastor Kent W. Clark 
Chief Executive Officer, Grace Centers of Hope 
 
On behalf of POBLO and our Board of Directors I want to thank you for your most generous check 
in the amount of $40,000 to assist us in reaching our ministry goals.  The longer I serve alongside 
this ministry the more I see God’s blessings being poured out on a daily basis both nationally and 
internationally.  Your partnership with us is highly respected!  I asked that Farrukh keeps you and 
your church updated as to the activities of the Mission Society. 
 
God’s blessings in the new year… 
Warren Arndt 
Senior Pastor, Faith Lutheran Church 
 

Dear Rev. Reusch, 
 
Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, who is the reason for the season. 
 
We would like to thank you and the entire congregation of Cross of Christ on behalf of the 
missionaries and the board of POBLO International for you r commitment to reach out the lost at 
the home front in the US and around the world.  May our good Lord bless you all abundantly and 
continue to use you mightily.  We would like to thank you further for the gift.  This will certainly 
increase the efforts of reaching out to the Muslim world and others. 
 
As a partner of POBLO International you will be reaching out to thousands with the gospel 
message, and put missionaries on the front line.  Lord has blessed us with 644 baptisms and we 
rejoice in the Lord using us as tools in spreading the good news of our risen Lord. 
 
May you have a blessed New Year. 
Your servant in Christ, 
Rev. Farrakhan Khan 
Associate Executive Director, POBLO International 
 

Blessings to all in the name of our beloved Savior, Jesus Christ! 
 
My heartfelt thanks go to our Cross of Christ family for your many prayers and 
well wishes during my recent illness and treatment.  Thanks to the pastors and 
especially Pastor Jon for all of the concern he has shown and the comfort offered.  To those 
who have called, sent prayers of well wishes, I also send my sincere thanks.  Hopefully, we are 
on the mend and will be back worshipping with you soon. 
 

Ken Burchill 
 
Merry Christmas & Happy New Year to all your congregation. Thank you for again being able to 
use the beautiful facilities at Cross of Christ Lutheran Church, 
 

Gratefully, 
Judy M., ACA Saturday Night Live Group 
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LIBRARY CORNER:  ASPECTS OF LOVE 
The library has its February additions related in one way or another to the theme of love.  
For the romantics there is Beloved Invader by Eugenia Price. Land of my Heart by Tracie 
Pererson, and also two complete novels in one volume (Marcia Schuuler, Phoebe 
Deane) by Grace Livingston Hill. These are Christian romantic fiction novels. For the 
married (and still working on making improvements) there are several Marriage Works 
videotapes from the American Association of Christian Counselors – Smalley 
Relationship Center. These tapes tackle such diverse marital challenges as marital drift, 
depression in marriage, forgiveness and reconciliation, substance abuse, developing 
conjugal closeness and bridging the gender gap. 
 
For aspiring parents there is Fertility and Conception, a guide to boosting fertility and 
conceiving a healthy baby, by Dr. Karen Trewinnard.  To help current parents, there is 
Successful Christian Parenting by John MacArthur.  In his book biblically-based 
parenting advice is given on every imaginable topic, for instance, favoritism, “Don’t use 
one child’s virtues or talents as the standard against which to measure another’s 
performance” (p. 138) and mind self-control “Teach your children to guard their 
minds” (p.80) for “Out of our thoughts comes our conduct…Our true character is 
therefore defined by what we think” (p.82). Each piece of advice is derived from 
scripture and practical methods for applying it are discussed. For advice with older 
children a new donation is Raising Them Chaste by Richard and Renee Durfield. This 
book offers sensible strategies for helping your teen wait until marriage. 
 
Finally, The Divine Romance by Gene Edwards and The Sacred Romance by Brent Curtis 
and John Eleredge deal with God’s love for His people. The Sacred Romance is about 
recovering the lost life of one’s heart (i.e. the inner or unseen life) “and with it the 
intimacy, beauty and adventure of life with God” (p.10). The Divine Romance is the story 
of redemption told using God’s viewpoint. This book is difficult to describe as it is so 
unusual, but if you read it you will have a fresh and inspiring perspective on God’s love 
and offer of salvation to us.  
 
Heather Sherk 

Mom-To-Mom Sale 
 

Cross of Christ will again be holding a children’s and maternity re-sale on Saturday April 28th, 
2007 from 10:00 – 1:00.   
 
If you, or someone you know is interested in renting a table, table rental is $20 for each 8-foot 
table.   If you wish to bring a garment rack, there will be an additional charge of $2.  We will 
not be renting racks.  If you will be selling large items, there will be an additional charge of $5, 
with a limit of 10 items, per table rented.  If you would like to sell large items without renting a 
table, the charge will be $10, again with a limit of 10 items.  Vendors may rent tables for $25 
and need to fill out a separate registration form.  
 
To rent a table, send the registration form (available on the church’s website or in the office), 
along with a check made payable to Cross of Christ Lutheran Church, to the address on the 
form.  If you wish to have your table next to another individual, please indicate that on the 
form and, if possible, mail them together in the same envelope.  Your registration will be 
confirmed. 
 
If you are not interested in renting a table, please consider volunteering your 
time to help at the sale.  We really try to keep the focus of this event on 
outreach, and have lots of opportunities for you to reach out!   
 
Questions or want to help?  Contact Sue Grunewald (248) 375-2332 or  e-
mail Mom2Mom@bloomfieldcross.org. 
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Dear Cross of Christ, 
  
In these very last words of 
the book of Matthew, Jesus 
simply assures us that no 
matter where we are or what 
may happen to us, God is 
still present with us, near us, 
next to us, and in us to show 
His love and care. 
 
Christmas and New Year’s 
were different for Amie and 
me this year.  We were not 
with family or friends, but 
only each other.  After my 
term ended, we had the 
opportunity of a lifetime: a 
chance to travel a bit throughout Europe.  Yet while hiking on Christmas Day on trails 
surrounding a small town in the Alps in southern Germany we began to realize the utter 
importance family and loved ones.  While completely enjoying the companionship of each 
other as well as the unforgettable scenery we felt sad to be away from people we love so 
dearly.  In those moments we learned a lot about community and presence.  Christian 
community, family, and loved ones are the greatest gifts of God, next to life in Christ.  
Furthermore, it is usually through them that we are able to tangibly feel, touch, and receive 
God’s all-encompassing and all-loving presence in our lives. 
 
While on Europe’s mainland we spent most of our time in Germany, starting in Berlin.  
There we stayed at a sister Lutheran congregation that has a small room for travelers.  We 
had the opportunity to worship there, though our knowledge of German is abysmal.  We 
tried our best to sing hymns in German, but certainly those around us heard our handicap.  
Despite the language barrier, we were blessed to worship with believers in another country, 
culture, and language.  Plus, there was a meal after church, which turned out to be the best 
meal of the entire trip! 
 
We also had the opportunity to see many sights and cities of the life of Martin Luther.  We 
visited Erfurt, a happening college town (even in Luther’s day) where he became a monk 
and was ordained.  We visited his home in Wittenberg, where he taught as a professor and 
the Castle Church, where he posted the 95 Theses.  Our personal favorite, though, was 
Wartburg Castle (picture), where Luther had to hide for fear of death after he famously 
stood up to the emperor.  It is a large fortress at the top of large hill, with forests and trails 
surrounding it.  Luther translated the Bible into the people’s language (German) for the first 
time. 
 
Lent term at Westfield House is now in full swing and Amie is enjoying a four-week 
placement teaching music at a nearby school.  Many heartfelt thanks to all of you who 
show us so much love and care, truly being God’s presence to others in the world. 
 
In Christ, 
Ryan and Amie Winningham 
30 Huntingdon Rd 
Cambridge, England CB3 0HH 

SEM STUDENTS: OPPORTUNITIES ABOUND 

“And Behold, I 
will be with you 
always until the 
very end of the 

age.” 
 

Matthew 28:20 
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Reminder: The 
deadline for the 
Cross Section is 
the 10th of the 

preceding 
month.  Submit 

your information 
via email to  

newsletter@bloo
mfieldcross.org 

Grace and peace in the name of our Savior, Jesus! 
 
The new year is well underway here.  Though it’s supposed to be new, things are moving 
along pretty much just as they did before Christmas.  There are always more sermons 
and papers to write and, for this term, more of Paul’s epistles to translate.  But, as with 
most terms, I’m still gleaning vast amounts of useful information, sometimes more than I 
know what to do with.  The term is only half over, but next week we’re already scheduling 
our classes for Spring term.  It seems like life here moves too quickly sometimes. 
 
Life at my field work church is going well.  The other Seminary students that also serve 
there were gone for the entirety of Christmas break, so I helped out quite a bit.  The 
pastor was on vacation for New Year’s Eve Sunday and left me to run the service.  I 
received many positive comments, especially for my sermon.  I’m starting to get a feel for 
managing the liturgy and crafting a sermon that sheds light on God’s Word and helps 
others to see what they might be able to do with that portion of the Word that’s given to 
them on a Sunday morning.  It’s very fulfilling to hear that something you said really hit 
home for someone; that it really meant something to them.  The actual writing of the 
sermon still isn’t very easy, but at least I know the congregation appreciates the work I 
put into it. 
 
Life around here, especially amongst my fellow second-year brethren, increasingly 
focuses on vicarage.  Meetings and interviews, skills assessments and transition guides 
start to fill up the weeks as we approach Call Day, April 25th.  Most of us look forward to it 
with a mix of apprehension and anticipation.  It’s exciting to hear the stories from the 
fourth-year guys who return and tell us how amazing an experience it is, but it’s also 
somewhat unnerving to not know where we will eventually be placed.  I try not to dwell on 
it too much, and try to focus my attention on my studies and other assignments. 
 
I continue to praise God for your prayers and support.  I look forward each month to 
seeing what events are going on back home and staying current with the life of Cross of 
Christ.  I also pray that you will thrive and continue to be a shining beacon for Christ and 
the Gospel.  I know He has and will use you to do amazing things for His mighty purposes. 
 
Yours in faith, 
Richard Davenport 

Sem Students—Continued 

Dear Friends, 
 
Greetings to you in the Lord’s name from Concordia Seminary in St. Louis! 
 
We are in receipt of your check in the amount of $1349 for the home congregational 
support of Richard Davenport. 
 
As St. Paul wrote:  “You will be enriched in every way for great generosity, which 
through us will produce thanksgiving to God; for the rendering of this service not 
only supplies the wants of the saints but also overflows in many thanksgivings to 
God.” (II Corinthians 9:11-12) 
 
Please accept our heartfelt thanks for your generosity in aiding our students as they 
prepare for the ministry of sharing the good news of Jesus Christ. 
 
Sincerely in Christ, 
Sarah B. Kassel, Coordinator of Financial Aid, Concordia Seminary 
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Need Help Reading the Bible in a Year? 
 

I attempted to read the entire Bible in one year.  And it was really tough, but a great 
journey.  Some folks at CofC have asked what Bible I used and did I read from Gen to Rev or jump 
around.  Well, I read Gen to Rev. but don’t intend to do it that way again.  I believe that a person 
has to have a system if they are going to accomplish a one reading while doing every other thing 
that’s on their plate.  So, here is a great source for anyone who wants to read the Bible in a year. 
http://www.backtothebible.org/devotions/bible_guides.htm.   
 

- Merl Terry 

February 7…Be My Valentine Craft Party 
Kids will create valentine crafts for ones they love and a local nursing home and play 
candy bingo.  Held from 6:30p-7:30p in the Cross of Christ Theater.  Family dinner 
before event at 5:30p. Geared toward preschool/elementary ages.  Free.   
 
February 8…Ladies’ Night Out 
Ladies!  Pamper yourself in the spirit of Valentine’s Day with a relaxing night of 
chocolate indulgence. Special speaker: Liz Brack, Interior Designer.  Held at the home 
of Cindy Nyquist.  Contact the Church Office at 248-646-5886 to register and get 
information and directions.  Free!  Bring a friend! 
 
February 10…Men’s Challenge Breakfast 
Come and join other brothers at our Men’s Challenge Breakfast from 8a–10a in the 
Chapel Theater.  We’ll have good food, good manly fellowship (ahr! ahr!), and a good 
time as we “sharpen” each other for daily life done in Jesus.  Click for more info. 
 
February 18…Spring Carnival (Bouncers, games, and prizes...oh my!) 
Kids in grades K-5 enjoy gym time and a carnival atmosphere with games and prizes. 
Preschoolers watch a special movie and play special games.  Held from 9a-11a.  A 
perfect time to have families visit Cross of Christ for the first time or for the first time 
in a long time.  Concurrent worship service available for adults. 
 
February 18…Children’s Minstry/Parent Training: Leading Kids to Christ 
A compelling video presentation on how to present the story of Christ to kids and use 
kid-/seeker-friendly language to share the information.  Participants will leave with a 
four-part story that they can immediately put to use.  Held from 9a-11a in the Cross of 
Christ Theater. Free.  Attendance required for all SonLight City volunteers; open to all 
parents, grandparents, aunts/uncles, and community members. 
 
March 7…Purim Party (Queen Esther and the Bad Guy) 
Kids participate in an interactive story of Esther and learn the significance of this 
Jewish holiday.  Crafts and cookies, also. Held in the Cross of Christ Lutheran Church 
Theater from 6:30p-7:30p.  Family dinner before event at 5:30p. Geared toward 
preschool/elementary ages.  Free.   
 
April 4…Easter Celebration 
Easter egg hunt, face painting and games for kids to celebrate Jesus’ gift of eternal 
life. Held in the Cross of Christ Lutheran Church Theater from 6:30p-7:30p.  Family 
dinner before event at 5:30p. Geared toward preschool/elementary ages.  Free. 
 
April 28…Mom-to-Mom Sale 
A huge sale featuring gently used and sometimes new infant, toddler and kids 
clothes, toys and furniture plus maternity items.  Watch for more details! 

SONLIGHT CITY AND MORE... 



*ONGOING EVENTS* 
 

SUNDAYS 
8:15 Adult Bible Study 
9:30 am SonLight City 
9:30am Worship 
11:15am Worship 
 

MONDAYS 
10am Adult Bible Study 
 
 
 

TUESDAYS 
7am Men’s Bible Breakfast 
10am Adult Bible Study 
11:45 Primetimers (2/6) 
12:30 International Friends  
5:45pm Prayer Time 
7pm Volleyball 
 

WEDNESDAYS 
10:00 Mom’s Bible Study/
nursery 

4:30 4C’s Rehearsal 
5:30 Church dinner 
6:30 Worship  
 
THURSDAYS 
12:30 International Friends 
 
FRIDAYS 
6p Scrapbook Outreach (2/2) 

FEBRUARY CHURCH CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS 

ADDRESS CHANGE 
Duane & Kim Turner 
41950 Manor Park Dr. 
Apt. 113 
Novi, MI  48375 
248-623-0926 
 
TRANSFERRED 
Dave Libby 
 
SHUT-INS 
Richard Robb, Farmington 
Health Care Center, 34225 
Grand River, Farmington, MI 
48335-3440 
 

Edna Foss  
Waltonwood Retirement 
Living, 3450 West 13 Mile 
Rd, Royal Oak, MI 48073 
 
Lillian Spellicy 
Sunrise Assisted Living of 
Bloomfield 
2080 South Telegraph Road, 
#320A 
Bloomfield Hills, 
Michigan  48302 
 
Jan Hartman, Sunrise of West 
Bloomfield, 7005 Pontiac Trl, 
West Bloomfield, MI 48323 

Glen Schultz, Campbell 
Nursing Home, 1900 
Lakeville Rd, Leonard MI 
48367 
 
MILITARY: 
LCPL Gruits, M.W.T and Jena 
1919 Swamp Fox Trail 
Beaufort, SC  29906 
 
Douglas Quitmeyer;   
rgrdoug@comcast.net 

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION:  PRAY, SEND CARDS 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 
2/9    Jordan Mason 
2/9    Michael Romanko 
2/9    Daniel Settecerri 
2/9   Hugh Simmonds 
2/12   Mary Ridenour 
2/13   Alan Harnisch 
2/15 Justine Ackerman 
2/15  Bob Harrison 
2/17  Bethany Gruits 
2/18  Alexia Barnes 
2/19  Steven Balagna 
2/19   Cindy Nyquist 

2/19   Matthew Ofiara 
2/19   David Smith 
2/19  Scott Walter 
2/20  Jennifer DeBrincat 
2/20  Crystal Stoup 
2/22 Perry Greene 
2/23  David Hamada 
2/23 Karen Valenti 
2/24 William Beslock 
2/26  Kyle Markel 
2/27 Meredith Daly 
2/27  Walter Mott 

2/2  Chris Valente 
2/3  Emily Kirschbaum 
2/3  Neil Strohmaier 
2/3  Terri Winchester 
2/6  Rachel Kalusniak 
2/6  Christina Macrhione 
2/7  Rosemarie Curtis 
2/7  Matt Hammarlund 
2/7  Linda Schaible 
2/8  Kelsey Summers 
2/8   Clem Wolfrom 
2/9   Jake Grunewald 
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CALENDAR ON 
THE WEB! 

 
Go to 

www.bloomfield 
cross.org and 
click on the 

“Calendar” link to 
the right side of 
the home page.  

 

Thanks to all of you who used GoodSearch as your 
search tool last year and designated Cross of Christ 
as your charity of choice.  We raised $68.55!  But, 
we know we can do more.  For those of you who 
have not already done so, please go to 

www.goodsearch.com to download the search toolbar.  Then, make sure Cross of Christ 
Lutheran Church (Bloomfield Hills) is designated and verified as your charity of choice (you 
may have to verify this every now and then because they clear it out to prevent fraud).  Use 
GoodSearch every time you look something up on the internet, and every search you do puts 
a penny in God's pocket.  Now that's using technology for the good of God's kingdom!  

Pastor & Justine Ackerman
 2/28/52 
Kenneth & Irene Burchill
 2/16/57 
Bill & Lucy Grafe  
 2/9/52 
Jim & Cathy Holste  
 2/24/96 
Richard & Barbara Krueger
 2/4/67 
Stan & Jacquie Piefer
 2/1/64 
Harold & Annette Stieg
 2/10/51 

HAPPY 
ANNIVERSARY 



1100 Lone Pine Road 
Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 

Phone: 248-646-5886 
Fax: 248-646-5968 

Email: info@bloomfieldcross.org 

Cross of Christ 
Lutheran Church 

Reaching Beyond 
Our Walls 
 

REV. JON W. REUSCH,  
SENIOR PASTOR 

REV. JAMES ACKERMAN,  
ASSISTANT PASTOR  

REV. STEPHEN GRAFE,  
ASSOCIATE PASTOR 

BETH KALUSNIAK, CO-EDITOR 
KAREN MILLER, CO-EDITOR 
KIM STEIN, DISTRIBUTION 

Being a Faithful Steward 

What if our pastor asked you to give a testimonial about your life as God’s 
steward?  If you were asked to share how you manage and care for God’s 
property, what would you say?  Have you considered what a faithful steward 
is expected to be and to do? 
 
Perhaps you’d say that, as a God-pleasing steward, you acknowledge God as 
the creator and source of all things.  As the creator of all, He owns 
everything.  God’s property is on loan to us.  As stewards, we are to manage 
what He has entrusted to us responsibly and for God’s purposes.  As God’s 
stewards, we are not to be passive managers but active and involved.  We 
are caretakers and managers of God’s gifts so we are accountable for what 
we do with His gifts of time, talents and money.  As faithful stewards, we can 
glorify and honor God with lives of service and faithful use of our gifts. 
 
Stewards live a life expressing gratitude to God for both our created and 
redeemed lives.  We live a life of saying “thank you” to God for His love and 
mercy.  Stewardship is faith in action.  Filled with God’s grace, we share our 
gifts with others. 
 
To answer the question, “Are we being faithful stewards with our lives and 
gifts?” we may want to check our calendars and check registers.  Faithful 
stewards would have times marked on their calendars for helping others, 
church meetings and Bible studies.  We would be spending time in prayer 
and attending worship services.  Through faith, we try our best to use our 
time doing God’s will.  Our checkbook register would show weekly offerings 
being made to God through our church, and there would be some checks 
written to help the needy.  Our calendars and check registers will show us 
what and where our priorities lie. 
 
As a steward, God has blessed us with many blessings, but the decision is 
ours whether or not we will use those gifts for the work of the Lord.  Through 
the work of the Holy Spirit, God enables us to use our gifts faithfully.  May 
God help us all to be the faithful stewards that God wants us to be. 

Golden Rules for Living 
 
1. If you open it, close it. 
2. If you turn it on, turn it off. 
3. If you unlock it, lock it up. 
4, If you break it, admit it. 
5. If you can’t fix it, call in someone who can. 
6. If you borrow it, return it. 
7. If you value it, take care of it. 
8. If you make a mess, clean it up. 
9. If you move it, put it back. 
10. If it belongs to someone else, get permission to use it. 
11. If you don’t know how to operate it, leave it alone. 
12. If it’s none of your business, don’t ask questions. 


